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Tall Dark and Handsome Band
“The Blues with a Grin!”

Enjoy a Swinging Evening with
this great Bay Area Band!

Visit the TD&H Band’s website

PVMA News

PENINSULA VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

www.talldarkandhandsomeband.com
Legend has it that the group originated at
“Your Market” a small convenience
store owned by Albert’s grandfather
since 1951. John and Mike grew up in
the neighborhood and frequented that
market but were “ships that passed in the
night” until years later when they all met
as adults and formed their little band.
It’s the PVMA’s annual social meeting
so kick back, bring your favorite friend
and enjoy a great meal while listening
to some of the finest toe-tapping music
to be found anywhere.
Organized in 2008, the trio includes our
own Dr. Albert Mughannam on guitar
with professional musicians John
Lefler on drums and Mike Billo on bass
guitar. The group plays at a variety of
venues and as frequently as they can, but
only music that they “really dig.”

www.PeninsulaVMA.com
Tuesday January 17, 2012
The January meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont
which is located at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up
the hill. There is parking adjacent and also across the street to the west.
6:30pm for adult beverages, 7:00pm for dinner and program
PVMA members free*$25 for non-members* $25 for Life Members

Epidemiology Corner
Charlene Edinboro, DVM, PhD

Happy Holidays! Let’s think about zoonoses!
As posted on the AVMA’s Animal Smart
HealthBriefs, while many people anticipate a coming pandemic, few know that animals may be involved: http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/14/globalpandemic-animals_n_1148284.html.
Meantime, California Fish & Game officials are
putting collars on deer to see how they interact with
cars on 280. Perhaps they’ll arrive at this conclusion: http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/
kidspost/animals-use-tunnels-to-get-to-the-otherside-of-road/2011/11/29/gIQAMyfapO_story.html?
wpisrc=emailtoafriend. Check out the photo with
this!
There have been some recent food recalls. Check
with the FDA’s and AVMA’s websites for the latest
news. Here is one announcement:
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/11/fdarepeats-warning-on-chicken-jerky-for-dogs/.
Here is the latest Compendium of Animal Rabies
Prevention and Control:
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr6
006a1.htm?s_cid=rr6006a1_e&source=govdelivery
.
In January 2012, the process for requesting rabies
vaccination exemption will require an extra step:
owners must sign a form indicating they understand
the potential issues involved with this request. As
before, these steps are required:
On hospital letterhead, provide the medically valid reason for the exemption. As
part of this, provide the animal’s signalment (species, breed, sex, neuter status,
and age). Remember, “Age is not a disease”…
Provide the microchip number – this is not
optional
Provide documentation from medical records to support the request
This paperwork should be sent by the owner with
the license renewal paperwork.
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PVMA Leaders for 2012
President: Dr. Cristine Mincheff
Past-president: Dr. Jennifer Bolich
Vice President: Dr. Lina McCain
Treasurer: Dr. Dani Weber
Newsletter Editor: Dr Nancy Lerner
Program Chairman and
Webmaster:

Positions open

CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Chris Cowing
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Dana Gleason

Attention PVMA Members!
PVMA is seeking both a new Webmaster and a
new Program Chairman for 2012 and beyond.
If you have the interest and skill to manage postings
on the PVMA website or enlist speakers for PVMA
meetings, please contact:
Dr. Cristine Mincheff at novacris@earthlink.net

PVMA Meeting Minutes
Minutes for the latest PVMA meeting will be posted
on the website. Look for the title on the home page.
Better yet, BE THERE for the meetings!

There is no psychiatrist in the world as
effective as a puppy licking your face.
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If man could be crossed with the cat,
It would improve man, but
Deteriorate the cat!
. . . . Mark Twain
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Classified Ads
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members

Newsletter Editor Notes

Non-members: $5 per issue

email address is:

For all other advertising rates, contact the Editor

PVMAeditor@Comcast.net

Veterinary Services
Drs. Samuel & Nancy Lerner (650) 366-8978
Housecalls for Cats and Dogs

Submission of brief articles, news
items or suggestions for topics are
welcome.

Relief Veterinarians
Dr. Cathy Glahn (650) 576-5169
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Dr. Rick Shapiro (408) 973-0961

All submissions must be received by

Dr. Patrick Smith (650) 367-1647

the 25th of the month preceding

Dr. Mark Willett (530) 304-8249

publication.
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Register Now!
Sage Veterinary Centers
Annual Small Animal Symposium
Sunday, February 26, 2012
San Francisco Airport Marriott
www.sagecenters.com
Or call Michelle Railton (925) 288-4827

Support our Advertisers
They support PVMA!
Tell them,
“I saw your ad in the PVMA News!”
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Certain Justice
One morning just before Christmas, a mugger
approached a 62-year-old woman who was out
walking her dog in Santa Cruz. The man
demanded that she give him everything she had
or he’d kick her dog.

If you think your dog can’t count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and
then give him only two of them.

The frightened woman handed him a plastic bag
and he fled with his loot. We all can guess what
was in the bag . . . Yep! :-)
The man is still on the loose according to Santa
Cruz police who probably figure he’s been
punished enough.
. . . . From the Santa Cruz Sentinel

A little “Bubbly” for New Year’s!
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President’s Page . . . .
Our meeting in January is a casual one. We get to take a deep breath, relax and chat
without interruption. The music is great and the riddle for the evening is:
Which one is Tall? What does Dark mean? How come only one is handsome? :-)
We will all get to see the PVMA Promotional Post Card for the first time. Also, our
New Member Packet will be on display.
We will say “Thank You!” to the outgoing officers and “Welcome!” to our new ones.
All this excitement and good food too!
Mark your Date Book right now for Tuesday January 17, 2012
6:30 pm to schmooze standing and 7 pm to sit and get down to some serious visiting
Wait a minute! I get it . . . . They are ALL “Tall, Dark and Handsome”.
And talented too. Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Christine Mincheff
Business and Professions Code addition affecting all veterinary practices
You made a substantial investment in time and money to become a veterinarian. It was not a process
you took lightly and you would be disgruntled to find anyone could use that designation without similar training and investment. Your title as “veterinarian” is legally protected. No one can use it that
has not completed the required academic training and taken and passed the national and state examinations. So it should be no surprise when registered (or licensed, or certified as the case may be) technicians seek the same protection for their title. Their commitment of time and money may not be as high,
but their commitment to quality work and knowledge is, in my experience, just as fervent as mine.
They are well-trained, valuable members of any veterinary team and mine have definitely earned my
respect. I was pleased to see the addition to California’s Business and Professions Code which took
effect on January 1, 2011, specifying appropriate use of the title “Registered Veterinary Technician” (RVT). Only persons who have undergone the training and testing and have passed the national
and state examination can be called “veterinary technicians.” If you casually call all your assistants
“techs” or “vet techs” around the office, this can lead to confusion for your clients and other staff regarding the level of training of these persons. Chronic misuse of the term leads to risk of disciplinary
action by regulatory boards. Your technicians are your practice’s most valuable resource, second only
to your own knowledge. Everyone at your practice needs to be aware of each person’s correct title and
use them accurately. Veterinary Technicians who have attended Foothill College consistently score
high on the national exams and many of our other California technician training programs are not far
behind. We have reason to be proud of them and give them the respect they are due.

cmm
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