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Class IV Laser Therapy
In Small Animal Practice
Dr. Jeffrey Smith, DVM
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stream for the hospitals. Laser therapy,
widely written about in professional
journals, is science-based and clinically
effective. All of the nation’s leading
rehabilitation programs at the university
level, pain management clinics, professional sports teams and human medical
professionals use Class IV Lasers.

Dr. Jeff Smith (COR ‘86) owns Middletown Animal Hospital and All Valley Equine located just north of the
Napa Valley in California.

Dr. Smith has a business arrangement
with ButlerSchein, a distributor for
Companion Products, in which they
work together to bring Therapy Lasers
to veterinarians. He will provide literature and knowledge about this exciting
treatment option for veterinary patients.

Dr. Smith was president of CVMA in
2007-2008 and has served on the U. C.
Davis Admission and Large Animal
Advisory Committees. As a former
Eagle Scout, he is now a Scoutmaster
for BSA Troop 315 and also a Karate
instructor.
Laser Therapy is a doctor-prescribed/
technician administered service that
provides valuable therapy for the
patients and an entirely new revenue

www.PeninsulaVMA.com
Tuesday May 21, 2013
This meeting offers 1 hour of CE Credit
The May meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont
which is located at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up
the hill. There is parking adjacent and also across the street to the west.
6:30pm for adult beverages, 7:00pm for dinner and program
PVMA members free; $25 for Life Members; $60 for non-members

Epidemiology Corner
Epidemiology
Corner
Charlene
Edinboro, DVM,
PhD
Charlene Edinboro, DVM, PhD
.

.Whether

you are a member of AVMA or not,
check out this link regarding the bill to amend the
Controlled Substances Act so that veterinarians can
carry these in the performance of their work, such
as house call practice: http://avmacan.avma.org/
avma/issues/alert/?alertid=62592206.
The number of recalled pet food items is growing
and the latest information can be found on the
AVMA website: https://www.avma.org/News/
Issues/recalls-alerts/Pages/pet-food-safety-recallsalerts.aspx and on the FDA’s website: http://
www.fda.gov/animalveterinary/safetyhealth/
recallswithdrawals/default.htm.

PVMA Leaders for 2013
President: Dr. Gwen Lynch
Vice President: Dr. Bev Ort
Treasurer: Dr. Dani Weber
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Nancy Lerner
Program Chairman: Dr. Cristine Mincheff
CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Chris Cowing
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Jennifer Bolich
Webmasters: Dr. Charlene Edinboro
Dr. Kathy Tyson

Investigations are underway into cases of salmonellosis in three states associated with handling of
chicks and ducklings:
http://www.promedmail.org/direct.php?id=201304
24.1669381.
The message for us and our clients – wash your
hands! Also, as veterinarians, we are the experts in
zoonotic disease, so we can discuss with our clients
the risks and benefits of bringing any animal into a
home.
Did you know? A poster with the “List of Reportable Conditions for Animals and Animal Products”
can be found here:
www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health.
Remember, there is an updated process for requesting rabies vaccination exemption in San Mateo
County. Here is the link to Animal Licensing:
http://smchealth.org/AnimalLicensing and to the
forms:
http://smchealth.org/sites/default/files/docs/PHS/Fo
rm%20%20Rabies%20Vacc%20Exemption%20Packet.pdf
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PVMA Welcomes a New President for 2013

Dr. Gwen Lynch, PVMA President

Dr. Gwen Lynch was born and raised in Florida. She left the Sunshine State to pursue her education at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where, not coincidentally, she became a basketball fan at the
same time. After receiving a degree in Biology, she returned to her home state where she graduated with
honors from the University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine. It was there that she acquired an
avid interest in ophthalmology. Thus followed a challenging internship in small animal medicine at Angell Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston. During this eventful year, she relates, she learned the definition of winter, the affects of sleep-deprivation, how to unblock a cat while sleeping, as well as why all
three should be avoided in the future. Dr. Gwen, seeking a more sane climate, then completed a threeyear residency in Veterinary Ophthalmology at Eye Care for Animals in southern California becoming a
Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists in 2006. Several years of practicing
in Virginia preceded her return to California where she joined Veterinary Vision in San Carlos. Dr. Gwen
lives in Foster City with her husband, Shireef and cat, Hazel. In her free time she reads a lot, runs and
hikes a little. When not on foot, she allows her Warmblood/Arabian horse Ghetti to take over her life and
train her in the fine art of dressage. The Peninsula VMA welcomes Dr. Lynch to our leadership position.

The PVMA Rabies Committee
Dr. Don Conkling, Dr. Charlene Edinboro
and Dr. Frank Merrill
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The PVMA Merry-Makers
Proudly recalling countless years of mischief!
Dr. R.L. Collinson, Dr. Frank Merrill,
Dr. Charlie Eck and Dr. Mare Shibuya
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Effects of neutering on Dogs
Two research articles have opened a new area of concern for veterinarians and dog owners. The March 1,
2010 issue of JAVMA reported that Rottweilers
spayed after 6 years old were 4.6 times more likely to
reach age 13 than those spayed earlier. Then, in the
April 1, 2013 JAVMA, a study of 759 male Golden
Retrievers documents a significantly higher incidence
of hip dysplasia, cranial cruciate ligament tears, lymphosarcoma, hemangiosarcoma and mast-cell tumors
among neutered dogs vs intact dogs of both genders.
Additionally, the rate for CCL tears in female Goldens
was significantly higher in those that were spayed
early. The study also demonstrated a 100% increase
in the incidence of hip dysplasia among early-neutered
male Goldens.
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Classified Ads
Veterinary Services
Drs. Samuel & Nancy Lerner (650) 366-8978
Housecalls for Cats and Dogs
Relief Veterinarians
Dr. David Clark (415) 710-2080
or: david.ives.clark@gmail.com
Dr. Jennifer Hanes (650) 400-1902
Dr. Patrick Smith (650) 367-1647
Dr. Mark Willett (530) 304-8249
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476
Available nights or weekends
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members
For all advertising rates, contact the Editor

Newsletter Editor Notes
email address is:

PVMAeditor@Comcast.net

We welcome submission of
brief articles, news items or
suggestions for topics.
All submissions must be received by
the 25th of the month
preceding publication
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Support Our Advertisers
They support PVMA
Tell them,

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!”

Chihuahuas Rule!
VOLUME 15, ISSUE 3
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President’s Corner . . . .
I’ve lived a little here and a little there in my veterinary career (Gainesville, FL; Boston, MA; Washington,
DC; Los Angeles, CA). So I know: the San Francisco Peninsula has some of the most well-educated, intelligent, hard-working and empathetic veterinarians in the country! The referrals I receive from all of you as a
veterinary ophthalmologist are very well prepared and thoughtfully worked up and I can feel that each pet’s
well-being is given top priority. Therefore, I feel honored to have been elected president of the Peninsula
Veterinary Medical Association this year.
We have a great series of upcoming continuing education lectures planned thanks to Dr. Christine Mincheff,
PVMA Program Chairman. We are privileged to have our very own Dr. Chris Cowing, the current CVMA
president, as an active member to update us on key political issues. Meetings take place at the conveniently
located Van’s Restaurant in Belmont. As president, I’d like to encourage you to attend these meetings with
regularity- and enthusiasm. What do you say? Come, join us, learn a little. Bring a friend. Make new ones.
I dare you!

Gwendolyn Lynch, DVM, Dip. ACVO

PVMA President Dr. Gwendolyn Lynch and V.P. Dr. Beverly Ort
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Noteworthy News . . . .
The Elite Fleet

Since 1960, the U.S. Navy Marine Mammal Program, located at Point Loma in San Diego, has provided
cutting-edge care to its fleet of 80 Bottle-nosed Dolphins and 40 California Sea Lions. It does so with the
country’s greatest concentration of marine mammal veterinarians in attendance.
The U.S. Navy uses these animals for many duties including to find and mark the location of underwater
objects. Both these marine species can be trained to perform a variety of tasks for the Navy. They are fast
and agile swimmers, can dive 1,000 feet underwater and aren’t subject to “the bends” as humans divers are.
The Navy’s marine mammals undergo an annual exam, are dewormed every six months and the sea lions
receive monthly Heartworm preventive. Sonograms, endoscopic exams and the occasional MRI are part of
the preventive medicine program. The animals are trained to willingly accept these procedures and often
consider it a “game”. The lifespan of animals in this program is up to triple that of their cousins in the wild.

Dr Sam Ridgeway (TEX ‘60), a former United States Air Force veterinarian and author of the book
“Dolphin Doctor”, is considered to be the founder of marine mammal medicine. He is now president of
the National Marine Mammal Foundation and a Senior Scientist with the Navy program.
See the in-depth article on this subject in JAVMA April 1, 2013.
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