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PENINSULA VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Our July meeting will veer away
from medical topics and offer instead some valuable information
about other aspects of interest to
veterinarians.
Financial products are becoming increasingly complex so it is important
to avail oneself of every opportunity
to learn more on the topics of investment allocations and products as
well as planning for future needs.

John Carmichael is a Wealth Management Advisor who works extensively
with the veterinary community to help
build wealth, reduce taxes, provide
income security and assist with plans
for retirement. He represents Capstone
Financial which works with CVMA to
assist veterinarians in these important
areas of life planning. He promises a
practical and informative presentation
and will also answer your questions.

This presentation will offer a unique
opportunity to gain important
knowledge that will affect your
present and future situation.
Whether or not you currently have a
professional planner, you will benefit from this talk which is designed
specifically for veterinarians.

www.PeninsulaVMA.com
Tuesday July 16, 2013
This meeting offers 1 hour of CE Credit
The May meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont
which is located at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up
the hill. There is parking adjacent and also across the street to the west.
6:30pm for adult beverages, 7:00pm for dinner and program
PVMA members free; $25 for Life Members; $60 for non-members

Epidemiology Corner
Epidemiology
Charlene
Edinboro, Corner
DVM, PhD
Charlene Edinboro, DVM, PhD
. Here’s some research to give us all more than a little

pause: “Inadequate infection control by vets widespread” http://phys.org/news/2013-05-inadequateinfection-vets-widespread.html.

This is an infectious disease we need to keep in mind
in California – every few years a case is reported. In
May, it was found in a squirrel in San Diego: http://
www.promedmail.org/direct.php?
id=20130518.1720992. More have been found
since…
Yes, a rabid bat was found in Los Gatos in April…

PVMA Leaders for 2013
President: Dr. Gwen Lynch
Vice President: Dr. Bev Ort
Treasurer: Dr. Dani Weber
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Nancy Lerner
Program Chairman: Dr. Cristine Mincheff
CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Chris Cowing
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Jennifer Bolich
Webmasters: Dr. Charlene Edinboro
Dr. Kathy Tyson

A clinical trial involving brain tumors is underway at
UC Davis:
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/vsr/Neurology/home.
html.
Need information about zoonotic gastrointestinal disease? Check out this website from the CDC:
http://www.cdc.gov/zoonotic/gi/index.html. This
does work both ways, of course.
Banfield has completed its 2012 “State of Pet Health
Report” and the website has lots of interesting facts
and figures, including a state-by-state comparison of
top five diseases. Check it out:
http://www.stateofpethealth.com/state-of-pet-health.
Lifespan by state can be found here:
http://www.stateofpethealth.com/Content/pdf/Banfiel
d-State-of-Pet-Health-Report_2013.pdf.
“Who you gonna call?” Here’s a list of important
phone numbers compiled by AVMA:
https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Reference/Page
s/Important-Resources-forVeterinarians.aspx?utm_source=smartbrief&utm_medium=ema
il.
Just for fun - you can write in ‘cat’ font:
“http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/there-nowfont-made-entirely-cats-1C9870955. Perhaps this is
just a little too strange! And then there’s this: Do
You Live In A Dog Or Cat State?
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Classified Ads
Veterinary Services
Drs. Samuel & Nancy Lerner (650) 366-8978
Housecalls for Cats and Dogs
Relief Veterinarians
Dr. David Clark (415) 710-2080
or: david.ives.clark@gmail.com
Dr. Jennifer Hanes (650) 400-1902
Dr. Patrick Smith (650) 367-1647
Dr. Mark Willett (530) 304-8249
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476
Available nights or weekends
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members
For all advertising rates, contact the Editor

Newsletter Editor Notes
email address is:

PVMAeditor@Comcast.net

We welcome submission of
brief articles, news items or
suggestions for topics.
All submissions must be received by
the 20th of the month
preceding publication
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Support Our Advertisers
They support PVMA
Tell them,

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!”

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 3
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Court affirms Pets are property
The Texas Supreme Court, on April 5th, reversed a controversial ruling by a state appellate court that would
have allowed the owners of a wrongfully euthanized pet dog to sue for emotional damages. “The court upheld a legal precedent that has served the people and animals of Texas well for 122 years,” said Dr. Jed Ford,
Texas VMA President.
In June 2009, a mixed-breed dog named Avery escaped from his owners and was picked up by Animal Control. A shelter employee mistakenly euthanized the dog and the owners sued to recover intrinsic and sentimental value. Although they prevailed for awhile, the case finally went to the Texas Supreme Court where
the ruling denied such a request and reaffirmed that pet animals are property. The AVMA and the Texas
VMA are among several organizations that filed amicus curiae briefs with the court opposing non-economic
damages for pet loss. Also, the AVMA, the AVMA-PLIT and TVMA contributed $55,000 toward the final
bill of $183,000 to litigate the case. Current law allows such sentimental recovery only for close human relations such as a parent, spouse or child. Negligently killed relatives such as siblings, step-children and
grandparents are not included. Therefore, the court certainly could not justify recovery for a family pet.
Texas Supreme Court Justice Don Willett said, “For all their noble and praiseworthy qualities, dogs are not
human beings and the Texas common-law tort system should not prioritize human-animal relationships over
intimate human-human relationships, particularly familial ones.”
The vast majority of pet-friendly groups oppose the notion to allow emotion-based damages lest greater
liability raise the cost of pet ownership and ultimately cause companion animals more harm than good.
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Noteworthy News . . . .
.Equine

Rescue Center & Sanctuary - Watsonville, CA
“ A home for forgotten horses”

Answering the need to find a comfortable and peaceful environment for abused, neglected, slaughter-bound
horses, off-the-track Thoroughbreds and orphaned foals, this spacious facility was founded. Its “No-Kill”
policy assures that elderly and special-needs horses have a loving home for the rest of their natural lives in
an idyllic, herd environment. Only animals in pain or whose quality of life has deteriorated beyond correction are euthanized. The adoptees include horses, ponies, donkeys and mules who mingle with a few goats
and assorted others who keep them company. Veterinary care, farrier services and special diets as well as
rehab and socialization are provided. Rescues available for adoption are shown on the website.
ERC&S is funded solely by donations and volunteers. It is a 501(c)(3) corporation so all donations are fully
tax-deductible. For more information, visit their website at www.equinerescuecenter.com
or contact Monica@equinerescuecenter.com .
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Seen at the May PVMA Meeting . . . .

“. . . and this is how it’s done, Jeff!”
Politics Pays Off!

Dr. Chris Cowing reveals his secrets to

Just ask the CVMA President

Dr. Jeff Smith (CVMA Prez 2007-2008)

The Tie Tells All!

Dr. Don Conkling Wins Meritorious Service Award from CVMA

PVMA joins CVMA in congratulating long-time member Dr. Don Conkling of San Bruno and his certified
therapy dog “Sophie”. Together the duo have brought cheer and comfort to countless people with lifethreatening health circumstances for over a decade. During this time they have also set up pet therapy
programs and mentored new teams. Sophie and Dr. Conkling are an amazing team whose dedication to
helping people in need is inspirational. Together they are goodwill ambassadors extraordinaire.
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