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that present with a variety of problems
which typify emergency service.
She also has a strong interest in acute
pain management and techniques for
critical anesthesia.
Outside of her profession, Dr. Davis
enjoys hiking and backpacking, horseback riding and reading not to mention
good food and wine.
She shares her life with a mixed-breed
Dr. Megan Davis received a BS in Zool- dog named Guster
ogy from the University of Washington
and her DVM from Washington State
University. Following that, she completed a small animal rotating internship
at MSPCA Angell Animal Medical
Center in Boston. Dr. Davis then stayed
on at Angell to complete a residency in
emergency/critical care and obtained
board certification in 2014.
Within the field of emergency and critical care, Dr. Davis is most interested in
managing polytraumas, pneumonia,
infectious disease and sepsis in its
many forms.
She chose to specialize in emergency/
critical care because she likes treating
the complex and dynamic patient cases

After-hours Specialty

www.PeninsulaVMA.org
Next PVMA Meeting: Tuesday July 19, 2016
This PVMA meeting program offers 1 hour of CE Credit
The meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont located
at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up the hill. There is
parking adjacent and also across the street to the northwest.
6:30pm for adult beverages - 7:00pm for dinner and program
PVMA members FREE * Life Members $25 * Guests $60

Classified Ads
Relief Veterinarians
Dr. Laurie Droke (650) 454-6155
or: laurie@sanpedroanimalhospital.com
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476
Available nights or weekends
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members
For other advertising rates, contact the Editor

Save the Date
Ophthalmology Seminar for veterinarians
“Ocular Emergencies” by Dr. Cynthia Cook
Thursday evening, July 14, 2016

Newsletter Editor Notes
email address is:

PVMAeditor@comcast.net

We welcome submission of
brief articles, news items or
suggestions for topics.
All submissions must be received by
the 20th of the month
preceding publication

http://veterinaryvision.com/for-veterinarians/seminar/
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PVMA May Meeting Highlights

Illini Loyalty in action
Drs. Lerner, Poppenga, Haars, Yoffe-Sharp, Ackerman

Frivolity at the back of the class
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Watch the Birdie!
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PVMA Leaders for 2016
President: Dr. Chris Cowing
Past-president: Dr. Chris Cowing
Vice President: Dr. Bev Ort
Treasurer: Dr. Amy Farcas
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Nancy Lerner
Photographer: Dr. Richard Haars
Program Chairman: Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp
CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Aleisha Nesset
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Jennifer Bolich
Webmasters: Dr. Charlene Edinboro
Dr. Kathy Tyson
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Pigs in Paradise - Ironwood Pig Sanctuary
A labor of love creates a sanctuary for homeless pigs
Ironwood Pig Sanctuary is dedicated to eliminating the suffering of Pot-bellied Pigs in Arizona and
surrounding states by promoting spaying and neutering and by providing a permanent home in a safe, nurturing environment for pigs that are abandoned, abused, neglected or simply unwanted. Ironwood is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization that is now home to some 600 Pot-bellied Pigs. It was founded about an hour north of
Tucson, Arizona on June 10, 2001 by Mary Schanz and Ben Watkins, a husband and wife team. The couple
purchased 40 acres near Marana, AZ to start their sanctuary. By the end of the first month, their initial eight
pens were already full.
By nature, pigs are herd animals but integrating new pigs to sanctuary life and the established herds can be
challenging. It can often take weeks or months before everyone finds their place in a herd. The sanctuary is
composed of multiple pens created to house various categories of resident pigs. There are separate pens for
disabled pigs or those that need “assisted living” conditions due to advanced age or chronic medical conditions. Others are divided by age, mobility, personality, origin and attitude.

People generally don’t know about proper pig care or nutrition and often don’t realize how big their cute little
baby pig will become when they take it home as a pet, according to Mary and Ben. In general, they do not
recommend pigs as pets. However, they do welcome pet pigs as borders at the sanctuary for a few days or
weeks. Ironwood Pig Sanctuary operates on donations and welcomes visitors from September to May but not
during the heat of the Arizona summers. Learn more about this unusual business at www.ironwoodpigs.org .
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Four-legged Lifesavers
Although dogs have been saving soldiers’ lives on battlefields for centuries, and began appearing on U.S. battlefields during the Revolutionary
war, the U.S. military didn’t officially add dogs to its ranks until World
War II. Messenger and scout dogs are thought to have saved the lives of
tens of thousands of U.S. troops during WWII and Vietnam. Between
2006 and 2012, the Marines were using about 1,000 dogs, but since then
they have drawn down their numbers to about half that. The vastly superior sensory powers of dogs make them extraordinarily useful in combat.
From 1997 to 2000, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
spent $43.4 million on a “Dog’s Nose Program” in hopes of developing a
similarly sensitive chemical-sensor to replace dogs. None was found. In 2010 a special Pentagon office
created to counter the threat of IEDs told a news conference that, after spending $19 billion on high-tech
innovations from hand-held sensors to enhanced optics, the best weapon against IEDs was still a handler
and his dog. So, for the past decade, U.S. dogs in combat theaters have been almost exclusively devoted to
sniffing out improvised explosive devices or IEDs in Iraq and Afghanistan.
In the spring of 2010, members of the 101st Airborne Division were ambushed in southern Afghanistan by
Taliban insurgents. Amid an onslaught of mortars and gunfire, a trained military dog, Dyngo, alerted the
troops to not one but two IEDs each of which was powerful enough to kill them all. Without Dyngo, none
would have survived.
A dog tugging at the leash to alert his soldiers to the presence of explosives is doing so at least in part because of his devotion to the human companions. Dogs offer their fellow soldiers not just keen noses but
also warm hearts.
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Support Our Advertisers
They support PVMA
Tell them,

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!”

Try to spot Spot!
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