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Next PVMA Meeting:  Tuesday January 16, 2018  

January is PVMA’s social meeting  *  Guests are invited!  

The meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont located 
at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up the hill. There is 

parking adjacent and also across the street to the northwest.  

6:30pm for adult beverages  -  7:00pm for dinner and program 

   PVMA members FREE  *  Life Members $25  *  Guests $60    

Our colleague Dr. Steve Holmstrom, a 
1972 Missouri CVM graduate and 
PVMA Life-member, is now retired to 
San Pedro, California but we well re-
member his two terms as PVMA presi-
dent and his long-time duty as our Pro-
gram Chairman.  His multi-page CV 
reads like a who’s who in veterinary 
medicine with too many speaking gigs 
and association affiliations to count.  
Steve was initially the owner of the for-
mer Burlingame Animal Hospital, even-
tually followed by practice at Compan-
ion Animal Medical Group in Belmont 
and San Carlos before establishing the 
Animal Dental Clinic in San Carlos.  As 
if these weren’t enough to keep him 
busy, he was also a founding member of 
the North Peninsula Veterinary Emer-
gency Clinic in San Mateo in 1973.   

  Now the tables have turned as Dr. 
Holmstrom returns to PVMA to give us 
an exciting presentation on his knack 
for underwater photography as well as 
episodes of veterinary dentistry involv-
ing exotic animals and a serious sailing 
hobby.   

Dr. Holmstrom has been a certified  
Scuba Diver since 1965 and is also a 
SCUBA instructor with more than 6,000 
dives.  He and his wife Laurie, also a 
SCUBA diver, have made many dives 
throughout the world.  In this presenta-
tion, Steve will share some beautiful 
photos and exciting stories from many 
of their trips.  January is our annual 
“social meeting” so your friends and 
family are welcome to join the fun.      

 Underwater Adventures 

Presented by  

    Dr. Steve Holmstrom, DVM, Dipl. AVDC 
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         Classified Ads 
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to 

PVMA members   
   For other advertising rates, contact the Editor 

 
 

Relief Veterinarians 
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476 

   Available nights or weekends 
  
 

Save the Dates     

   Feb. 7th:  Veterinary Vision quarterly CE Seminar                 
Enroll at the website: veterinaryvision.com/seminar      
1 hour CE credit and light dinner provided.  No charge.   

 

March 18: SAGE Centers Small Animal Symposium 
San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Burlingame 

More info at www.sagecenters.com 
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Newsletter Editor Notes 

email address is:  

PVMAeditor@comcast.net  

 

  We welcome submission of  

brief articles, news items or  

  suggestions for topics. 

 

All submissions must be received by  

the 20th of the month  

preceding publication 
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  How About Tax Reform for Puppies? 

Adam O’Neal of the Wall Street Journal declared in 
November, “I suggest Republicans cancel their pro-
posed Child Tax Credit expansion and instead offer a 
fully refundable Canine Tax Credit worth at least 
$500 per dog.  What about couples who opted for 
dogs instead of children?  It’s as if the Child Tax 
Credit’s biggest boosters are stuck in 1997 when 
Congress first approved the handout.  Millennials 
love pets.  Why favor Child Moms over Dog Moms? 

A puppy’s owner deserves economic security too.  
Today there are about 90 million dogs in the U.S. 
spread over some 60 million households.  Millions 
more languish in shelters.  Two-thirds of pet owners 
consider their animals “part of the family”.  Ameri-
cans spent nearly $67 billion on their pets in 2016.  
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention says 
having a pet can help decrease blood pressure, cho-
lesterol and feelings of loneliness.  Democrats, al-
ways eager to one-up Republican giveaways, could 
counter with a Feline Tax Credit. 
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In Memorium  

 

On September 30, 2017, our friend and colleague 
Dr. Ken Weigel passed away.  Ken was born in 
San Francisco in 1951 and graduated UCD-CVM 
in 1976.  He owned the former Palo Alto Pet Hos-
pital and then worked at VCA.  Ken leaves three 
adult children.  He had a second home in Nevada 
City and enjoyed hiking, skiing, fishing, dancing 
and motorcycles.  He was a member of Rotary 
Club. A celebration of his life was held in October.   

To honor Ken’s memory, consider sending a        
donation in Ken’s name to The Pancreatic Cancer 
Action network   (pancan.org) 

  PVMA Leaders for 2017 

      

President:  Dr. Chris Cowing 

     Past-president:  Dr. Chris Cowing 

     Vice President:  Dr. Bev Ort 

     Treasurer:  Dr. Amy Farcas 

     Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Nancy Lerner 

     Photographer:  Dr. Richard Haars 

   Program Chairman:  Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp  

   CVMA Board of Governors:  Dr. Julia Lewis 

   CVMA House of Delegates:  Dr. Jennifer Bolich 

     Webmasters:  Dr. Kathy Tyson                                  

                            Dr. Charlene Edinboro  
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“Nana”, a six-pound Long Coat Chihuahua, traveled 8,700 miles from Bangkok, Thailand to the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana seeking a fix for her heart.  She came to the right place.  Nana suffered for three 
years with a Patent Ductus Arteriosis (“PDA”) which is an often life-threatening condition.  By now her 
heart was enlarged and her days were clearly numbered.  Veterinarians in Thailand were unable to repair her 
PDA.  Coincidentally, earlier this year, Dr. Jordan Vitt, a veterinary cardiologist at the U of I, had traveled to    
Kasetsart University in Bangkok to teach a course on PDA repair.  There he also found an opportunity to    
create an educational exchange.  After his presentation, he invited a local veterinary cardiologist to bring the 
little patient to the U of I for repair of her PDA. 

Nana and her veterinary cardiologist from Thailand arrived at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine Teaching Hospital where ultra sound exams revealed the tiny hole, 2.6 mm in diameter, left by the 
failure of the embryological ductus to seal itself off at birth thus instead formed a troublesome shunt which 
allowed oxygen-poor and oxygen-rich blood to intermingle in the pulmonary artery.  That abnormality greatly 
increased the heart’s workload.  Dr. Vitt and his colleague Dr. Ryan Fries were in charge of this repair at the 
Cardiac Unit of the University of Illinois Small Animal Clinic, always a busy place with many referrals from 
throughout the state, the nation and now even the world.   

The unique aspect of Nana’s case, which drew this veterinary cardiologist from halfway around the world, was 
that her PDA would be repaired using a non-surgical procedure pioneered by this team at U of I.  Nana’s trial 
run would send ripples of progress literally throughout the world.   In Thailand and many other remote areas, 
open-chest surgical repair is the only option for PDA.  That is a costly and risky procedure at best but Thai 
veterinarians don’t have the equipment or expertise to perform noninvasive catheterization for PDA repairs.  
Without this option, the likelihood of survival for a 6-pound patient who has had the condition for three years 
is slim to none.   

Ten people comprised the cardiac team as a catheter and an array of other devices were carefully guided, aided 
by an ultrasound monitor, into Nana’s femoral artery and up to her heart.  The procedure took over an hour to 
place a tiny device, the Amplatz Canine Ductal Occluder (ACDO) which springs into place to close the hole 
near the heart.  For the first time in her life, only oxygenated blood in Nana’s aorta flowed efficiently to the 
rest of her body.  The success of this delicate procedure depends on precise measurements during extensive       
imaging before and after the placement, finally using a contrast agent to confirm success.   

Post-surgically, Nana remained hospitalized at U of I for a month, then flew home to Thailand.  Six weeks  
post-op her delighted owners report that she is much more playful and is now romping like a normal dog. 

                                                                           The ACDO        

 

 

     Nana and Dr. Vitt                    The Cardiology Team at U of I                       The happy “After” picture!            

  

Unique PDA Repair 
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Support Our Advertisers 

They support PVMA 

Tell them, 

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!” 

 

 
 


