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Dr. Freeman received a Bachelor’s
degree from Brown University and a
Master’s degree in environmental management focusing on marine conservation and ecology from Duke University
followed by her DVM from North Carolina State University. She then completed her residency in comparative
ophthalmology at UC Davis.
After working in private practice in
California, Dr. Freeman became an
Assistant Professor at Colorado State
University where she spent the past four
years. She has recently moved to the
Bay Area with her husband, young son,
two dogs, and a cat. She now is an
associate at Veterinary Vision and also

has a position as an affiliate faculty
at Colorado State University.
Her special interests within ophthalmology include ophthalmic surgery,
optics, tear film dynamics and surface ocular disease as well as wildlife and exotic animal ophthalmology. She is frequently involved with
wildlife pro-bono veterinary care.
Dr. Freeman enjoys spending time
with her family, especially outdoor
activities such as hiking, running
and Roller Derby.

www.PeninsulaVMA.org
Next PVMA Meeting: Tuesday March 20, 2018
The meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont located
at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up the hill. There is
parking adjacent and also across the street to the northwest.
6:30pm for adult beverages - 7:00pm for dinner and program
PVMA members FREE * Life Members $25 * Guests $60

Classified Ads
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members
For other advertising rates, contact the Editor
Relief Veterinarians Available
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476
Available nights or weekends
Dr. Mark Willett (415) 686-6092
Companion animals including exotics
Veterinary Associate Wanted
Belmont Pet Hospital www.belmontpethospital.com
Call Dr. Craig Machado at (650) 593-3161
Save the Date
March 18: SAGE Centers Small Animal Symposium
San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront, Burlingame
More info at www.sagecenters.com

Newsletter Editor Notes
email address is:

PVMAeditor@comcast.net

We welcome submission of
brief articles, news items or
suggestions for topics.
All submissions must be received by
the 20th of the month
preceding publication

PVMA NEWS

2

Associate veterinarian wanted
Full-time or Part-time
Well equipped and recently remodeled facility
Canon DR and digital dental, oxygen unit, 2 Aloka ultrasound units, full in-house lab
Flexible schedule with potential for rotating 3 and 4-day weekends
Excellent compensation package with base salary and commissions based on full-time
Email resume to: plunsman@pacbell.net
South Hillsdale Animal Hospital
San Mateo, CA
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PVMA Leaders for 2017
President: Dr. Chris Cowing
Past-president: Dr. Chris Cowing
Vice President: Dr. Bev Ort
Treasurer: Dr. Amy Farcas
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Nancy Lerner
Photographer: Dr. Richard Haars
Program Chairman: Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp
CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Julia Lewis
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Jennifer Bolich
Webmasters: Dr. Kathy Tyson
Dr. Charlene Edinboro
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Unique PDA Repair
“Nana” a six-pound Long Coat Chihuahua, traveled 8,700 miles from Bangkok, Thailand to the University of
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana seeking a fix for her heart. She came to the right place. Nana suffered for three
years with a Patent Ductus Arteriosis (“PDA”) which is an often life-threatening condition. By now her
heart was enlarged and her days were clearly numbered. Veterinarians in Thailand were unable to repair her
PDA. Coincidentally, earlier this year Dr. Jordan Vitt, a veterinary cardiologist at the U of I, had traveled to
Kasetsart University in Bangkok to teach a course on PDA repair. There he also found an opportunity to
create an educational exchange. After his presentation, he invited a local veterinary cardiologist to bring the
little patient to the U of I for repair of her PDA. With that offer, he clearly saved a life.
Nana and her veterinary cardiologist from Thailand arrived at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary
Medicine Teaching Hospital. There ultra sound exams revealed the tiny hole, 2.6 mm in diameter, left by the
failure of the embryological ductus to seal itself off at birth. Thus instead formed a troublesome shunt which
allowed oxygen-poor and oxygen-rich blood to intermingle in the pulmonary artery. That abnormality greatly
increased the heart’s workload. Dr. Vitt and his colleague Dr. Ryan Fries were in charge of this repair. The
Cardiac Unit of the University of Illinois Small Animal Clinic is always a busy place with many referrals from
throughout the state, the nation and now even the world.
The unique aspect of Nana’s case, which drew this veterinary cardiologist from halfway around the world, was
that her PDA would be repaired using a non-surgical procedure pioneered by this team at U of I. Nana’s trial
run would send ripples of progress literally throughout the world. In Thailand and many other remote areas,
open-chest surgical repair is the only option for PDA. That is a costly and risky procedure at best but Thai
veterinarians don’t have the equipment or expertise to perform noninvasive catheterization for PDA repairs.
Without this option, the likelihood of survival for a 6-pound patient who has had the condition for three years
is slim to none.
Ten people comprised the cardiac team as a catheter and an array of other devices were carefully guided, aided
by an ultrasound monitor, into Nana’s femoral artery and up to her heart. The procedure took over an hour to
place a tiny device, the Amplatz Canine Ductal Occluder (ACDO) which springs into place to close the hole
near the heart. For the first time in her life, only oxygenated blood in Nana’s aorta flowed efficiently to the
rest of her body. The success of this delicate procedure depends on precise measurements during extensive
imaging before and after the placement, finally using a contrast agent to confirm success.
Post-surgically, Nana remained hospitalized at U of I for a month, then flew home to Thailand. Six weeks
post-op her delighted owners report that she is much more playful and is now romping like a normal dog.
The ACDO

Nana and Dr. Vitt

The Cardiology Team at U of I

The happy “After” picture!
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Scenes from the January Meeting

PVMA Trio
Steve and Laurie

The Symbiotic Odd Couple
A Family Affair
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Support Our Advertisers
They support PVMA
Tell them,

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!”
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