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Dr. Nicodin Farcas joined Animal Dental Clinic in San Carlos in 2014 after
completing a residency in veterinary dentistry and oral surgery at UC-Davis and
University of Pennsylvania.
Regardless of species, be it dogs, cats or humans, appropriate oral function
should include the ability to masticate and ingest food without pain.
Often, animals with debilitating oral conditions such as infections, fractures and
tumors, continue to ingest food despite associated pain. Those animals often
engage in behaviors that mimic adequate oral function which thus allows the
disease to progress undetected.
Human intervention, such as the creation of certain breeds, as well as limited
stimulation or inadequate environmental situations result in major predispositions to oral malfunction in animals.
Early recognition of individuals predisposed to oral dysfunction can lead to
timely treatments as well as to improved life-long management programs.

www.PeninsulaVMA.org
Next PVMA Meeting: Tuesday March 19, 2019
This PVMA meeting program offers 1 hour of CE Credit
The meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont located
at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up the hill. There is
parking adjacent and also across the street to the northwest.
6:30 pm for adult beverages - 7:00 pm for dinner and program
PVMA members FREE * Life Members $25 * Guests $60

Classified Ads
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members
For other advertising rates, contact the Editor

Relief Veterinarians
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476
Available nights or weekends
Dr. Mark Willett (415) 686-6092
Companion animals including exotics

Save the Date!
Sage Small Animal Symposium
Day-long CE event on March 24, 2019

Newsletter Editor Notes
email address is:

PVMAeditor@comcast.net

We welcome submission of
brief articles, news items or
suggestions for topics.
All submissions must be received by
the 20th of the month
preceding publication

At the Oakland Marriott
www.sagesymposium.com
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A Different Kind of “B-L-T”
Three very young exotic animals, a Black Bear an African Lion and a Bengal Tiger, were rescued some
years ago from the basement of a drug-dealer’s home in Atlanta when it was raided by authorities. The
scraggly little trio was undernourished, traumatized and had multiple infections. They were taken to an
animal sanctuary for care and healing where they have lived happily together for the past 13 years.
During that time, they have developed a strong bond with each other and became inseparable. They play,
eat and sleep together. This threesome is thought to be the only Bear, Lion and Tiger in the world that are
living together as a little family. Naturally, they are referred to as the “B L T” !
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PVMA Leaders for 2019
President: Dr. Amy Farcas
Past-president: Dr. Chris Cowing
Vice President: Dr. Gwen Lynch
Treasurer: Dr. Tiffany Steers
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Nancy Lerner
Photographer: Dr. Richard Haars
Program Chairman: Dr. Beth Valdez
CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Julia Lewis
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Chris Cowing
Webmasters: Dr. Kathy Tyson
Dr. Charlene Edinboro
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Toad Hollow
On an odd sliver of property next to the post Office in Davis, CA and alongside a new 6-lane highway,
stands “Toad Hollow” a collection of miniature buildings complete with solar panels. It was built in an area
where the local amphibian population was faced with certain death trying to cross the big, new highway that
cut them off from their ancestral wetlands. The highway replaced a former dirt road which generations of
toads had navigated with ease.
In 1995, a civic controversy about Toad Safety led to an agreement to construct several toad access tunnels
under the new highway to provide wetland access for the toads at a cost of $13,000. The tunnel openings
look much like typical drainage pipe, about a foot in diameter. Initially, the toads refused to enter the tunnels
so the city provided it with electric lights. Still they would not enter and it was found that the lights generated too much heat, Why not switch to LED or fluorescent lights? Or fewer of them? Now, maybe the toads
use the tunnel and maybe they don’t. Government projects don’t always work out as planned.
Meanwhile, eight years earlier on the far side of the world, Roger Bootle-Wilbraham, who worked in the
administration of U.K. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, had achieved enduring fame in 1987 by snipping a
tiny ribbon to dedicate a tunnel built beneath a large, new highway in England’s Buckinghamshire county.
This tunnel too was built to allow toads to cross under the busy road and avoid becoming victims of the
speeding cars and trucks. The 10” diameter tunnel was built of plasticized concrete, drew international headlines and is well used.
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Support Our Advertisers
They support PVMA
Tell them,

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!”
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