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Dr. Lauren Quarterman received her DVM at the University of Georgia in
2009 and then completed a one-year small animal medical and surgical internship at VCA West Los Angeles Animal Hospital. She went on to complete a two-year residency in radiation oncology at North Carolina State
University. She received her board certification in Veterinary Radiation
Oncology in 2012.
Dr. Quarterman joined the PetCure Oncology team at SAGE Centers for Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Care in 2018 at their Campbell location.
The SAGE team includes board-certified specialists in 10 specialty areas including nine medical oncologists, three neurologists, 15 surgeons and 12
internists.
Dr. Quarterman remains focused on the continued advancements in the field
of radiation oncology with the goal to improve local tumor control, reduce
treatment-related side effects and ultimately to improve animal welfare.

www.PeninsulaVMA.org
Next PVMA Meeting: Tuesday Nov. 19, 2019
This PVMA meeting program offers 1 hour of CE Credit
The meeting will be held at The Vans Restaurant in Belmont located
at 815 Belmont Avenue, west off El Camino Real, up the hill. There is
parking adjacent and also across the street to the northwest.
6:30 pm for adult beverages - 7:00 pm for dinner and program
PVMA members FREE * Life Members $25 * Guests $60

Classified Ads
Relief or Service ads of 1 or 2 lines are free to
PVMA members
For other advertising rates, contact the Editor

Relief Veterinarians
Dr. Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp (650) 678-2476
Available nights or weekends

Dr. Mark Willett (415) 686-6092
Companion animals including exotics

Newsletter Editor Notes
email address is:

PVMAeditor@comcast.net

We welcome submission of
brief articles, news items or
suggestions for topics.
All submissions must be received by
the 20th of the month
preceding publication
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Pigeons CAN Spot Cancer
A thoroughly urban bird, pigeons have much higher intelligence than many people realize. Studies
have shown that pigeons can pick out letters of the alphabet, detect emotion in people’s faces, and even
tell a Picasso from a Monet. During WWII, the renowned psychologist B.F. Skinner taught pigeons to
guide bombs toward targets for the U.S. Navy. Then there’s pigeons’ message delivery service.
Researchers at UC-Davis, University of Iowa and Emory University have demonstrated that pigeons
are also surprisingly good at detecting cancer. According to Dr. Edward Wasserman, who has been
working with pigeons at the University of Iowa for decades, hungry pigeons can be taught to reliably
spot malignancies in images of human breast cells with 80% accuracy, better than most first-year medical students. Combining the votes of four birds together, the accuracy shoots up to 99%.
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PVMA Leaders for 2019
President: Dr. Amy Farcas
Past-president: Dr. Chris Cowing
Vice President: Dr. Gwen Lynch
Treasurer: Dr. Tiffany Steers
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Nancy Lerner
Photographer: Dr. Richard Haars
Program Chairman: Dr. Beth Valdez
CVMA Board of Governors: Dr. Julia Lewis
CVMA House of Delegates: Dr. Chris Cowing
Webmasters: Dr. Kathy Tyson
Dr. Charlene Edinboro
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An Emotional Support Animal at a Dental Practice

Meet “Bonbon”, a sweet little Pomeranian puppy who has filled a need for herself and for many dental patients
at a practice in Menlo Park. Since recently introducing the concept of offering “a puppy on your lap” to her
patients, this innovative dentist has overcome anxiety both in patients and in a new puppy who would have
been left home alone. Immediately after Bonbon joined this busy practice, the dental office was flooded with
requests by patients who want to have the puppy on their lap during their appointment. Bonbon not only provides joy and comfort to the patients but to the entire office staff too. “She’s been an amazing gift to this
office,” the dentist declares. Between duty requests, Bonbon makes herself at home and naps in any convenient office spot. She seems just as delighted with her new duties as are those whom she serves “Bonbon has
been openly received by all our patients,” the dentist reports, “She can immediately calm an anxious patient by
lying on their chest sometimes happily chewing at the white bib. During longer procedures, sometimes both
the patient and the pup doze off to sleep. Also, at staff meetings, we find ourselves passing Bonbon around
from lap to lap. Our only staff conflicts center around who gets to feed, walk or hold the dog.”
The idea for having an emotional support animal came serendipitously when the dentist’s 10-year-old daughter
developed a case of anxiety and her doctor recommended a puppy as therapy. The dentist (wisely) consulted a
veterinarian as to which breeds would be suitable for this duty and from that list chose this Pomeranian. Being
a working Mom, the dentist decided to bring Bonbon to work with her when the daughter was not at home. So
dear little Bonbon actually works two jobs. Both are serious work and she seems to know it. She presents herself every day with the intention to do her work with a smile and to do it well.
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Support Our Advertisers
They support PVMA
Tell them,

“I saw your ad in PVMA News!”
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